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What is a Rising Educator? A Rising Educator is
someone who works for our schools, but wants to take
their career to the next level by getting in front of a
classroom. A Rising Educator wants to invest in
themselves so their skills, experiences and
perspectives can help transform the school
community. A Rising Educator is you. 

We want to help you realize your goals. Through our
partnership with University of Northern Colorado's
Center for Urban Education, the Cherry Creek Rising
Educator Program will help you transition from a
classified staff member to a licensed classroom
teacher. 
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Transition to a half-time student: spend
your mornings at work and your
afternoons at college
Navigate your new work schedule and
course load 
Answer questions about your graduation
timeline and future opportunities 
Apply for scholarships and other financial
resources 
Meet all the requirements in order for you
to become a licensed teacher 

This program is designed to help you...

THIS GUIDEBOOK IS FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DREAMS OF BECOMING A TEACHER.

WE WANT TO HELP MAKE THOSE DREAMS A REALITY. 

What is the Rising
Educator program?
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What is the center for
urban education?
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The University of Northern
Colorado's Center for Urban
Education (CUE) offers teacher
preparation degree programs that
lead to Colorado licensure in
Elementary Education with a
CLD/ESL endorsement or Special
Education Concentration, Early
Childhood Education and Special
Education. Students graduate
with thousands of hours of
classroom experience in Metro
Denver classrooms. 

Contact Information 

Website: UNCO.edu/UrbanEd
Address: 1059 Alton Way, Building
758, Denver, CO 80230

Program Director
Dr. Rosanne Fulton
303-637-4334
rosanne.fulton@unco.edu

Early Childhood Education (Birth-Grade 3)
Elementary Education with a CLD/ESL Endorsement or
a Special Education Concentration 
Special Education (K-Age 21)

Work as You Learn

The CUE ensures that your studies will take place in a real
classroom. Serving as a classroom teacher in training
helps you gain invaluable classroom and teaching
experience as you work toward earning your college
degree.  Unlike most education programs, CUE's approach
allows you to receive pay as well as college credit while
gaining experience. 

Engage with State of the Art Coursework

Your course of study includes a variety of subjects that
contribute to a well-rounded education and prepare you
for diverse classrooms. The CUE focuses on: 
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SO... WHAT IS THIS GOING
TO COST? 

LET'S HAVE AN HONEST

CONVERSATION ABOUT

FINANCES

If you are reading this guidebook, you are
probably interested in becoming a teacher
and have a passion for education. While we
know passion might come first when making
this decision, we understand that finances
might come second. 

This section of the guidebook aims to be as
transparent as possible about how
participating in the program will impact your
finances. 

It is our hope that after reviewing this section,
you will see why we prefer to call this program
an investment in your future. 

Becoming a half-time student means you
also become a half-time staff member. If
you make $28,000/year now, you would
make $14,000/year in while in the program

Your temporary reduction in pay will lead to
longterm, substantial growth in your
salary, as illustrated in the chart below
Over the course of five years after
graduation, you would earn an average of
over $17,000 more per year as a teacher 

What you put in...

What you get out...
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Even with the prospect of a better salary down the road, we know you still have to think about
how to make ends meet while you are a student. Fortunately, the CUE offers robust financial aid
packages that will make the transition as easy as possible. 

Included below is a breakdown of all costs associated with attending the CUE. The following
three pages provide detailed example financial aid packages for real students currently enrolled
at the CUE with varying financial situations. 

MAKING ENDS MEET
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EXAMPLE AID
PACKAGES

CENTER FOR URBAN EDUCATION TUITION AND FEES FOR THE 2021-2022 ACADEMIC YEAR 

Tuition Cost for 15 Credit Hours: 
$8,769

Total Additional Fees: 
$2,454

Estimated Cost of Housing, Meals and
Living Expenses: 
$11,604

TOTAL ESTIMATED COST OF ATTENDANCE
$22,865

Students can qualify for Pell Grants

GLOSSARY OF TERMS/EXPLANATIONS

Tuition is the cost of taking classes at your school. 

Additional Fees typically covers things like parking, using the
school library, accessing facilities, printing, etc. 

This is put together by the financial aid  office and is meant to
cover all other costs associated with going to college.

This is the total ESTIMATED cost of attending college every
semester. The total cost for you will depend on your FAFSA. 

Pell Grants are federal financial assistance you do not pay
back. They are awarded to undergraduates who have a high
degree of unmet financial need. Students whose families have
a total income of up to $50,000 may be eligible for the need-
based funding, though most Pell grant money goes to
students with a total family income below $20,000.
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EXAMPLE AID PACKAGE #1
THIS EXAMPLE IS FOR A STUDENT WITH THE MOST FINANCIAL NEED. 
THIS STUDENT IS PELL-ELIGIBLE.

Total Actual Cost of Attendance: 
$26,918

Expected Family Contribution:
$0

Federal Pell Grant: 
$6,345

PEO Chapter Scholarship:
$5,000

Crum Family Single Parent Scholarship:
$1,000

Sherlock, IKE, Paula Scholarship:
$1,000

Subsidized Stafford Loan: 
$5,500

Unsubsidized Stafford Loan: 
$7,000

Total Financial Aid: 
$25,845

Total Out of Pocket Cost to Attend College
Per Year: 
$1,073

GLOSSARY OF TERMS/EXPLANATIONS

The office of financial aid reviewed this student's
FAFSA and determined the ACTUAL Cost of
Attendance. 

Expected Family Contribution is the amount
your family could contribute to your education
based on your FAFSA. 

A Federal Pell Grant gives money to lower-income
students attending college. You do not pay this
back. 

Scholarships are earned by students through
applications or meeting certain criteria. You do not
pay them back. 

Subsidized Loans are loans that the government
pays the interest on while you are in school. You do
pay these back.

Unsubsidized Loans are loans that you pay the
interest on while you are in school. You do pay
these back. 

Total Financial Aid is the sum of all grants,
scholarships and loans you receive to go to college. 

Total Out of Pocket Cost is the difference between
the Total Actual Cost of Attendance ($26,918 in this
example) and the Total Financial Aid ($25,845 in
this example) 
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EXAMPLE AID PACKAGE #1
THIS EXAMPLE IS FOR A STUDENT WITH THE MOST FINANCIAL NEED. 
THIS STUDENT IS PELL-ELIGIBLE.

Scholarships
$7,000

Unsubsidized Loans
$7,000

Pell Grant
$6,345

Subsidized Loans
$5,500

Out of Pocket Cost
$1,073

Cost Breakdown over Time

What You Pay While in School: 
$1,073 per every year you are enrolled. This includes direct costs from your college as well as
the indirect costs of attending college (books, supplies, room and board, transportation, etc.) 

Total Loans to Pay Back after Graduation: 
$12,500 per every year you are enrolled. This is the total of the subsidized and unsubsidized
loans taken out to cover the cost of attendance. 
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EXAMPLE AID PACKAGE #2
THIS EXAMPLE IS FOR A STUDENT WITH LOW FINANCIAL NEED. 
THIS STUDENT IS NOT PELL-ELIGIBLE.

Total Actual Cost of Attendance: 
$19,952

Expected Family Contribution:
$10,841

Federal Pell Grant: 
$0

Trustee Transfer:
$2,000

Subsidized Stafford Loan: 
$5,500

Unsubsidized Stafford Loan: 
$7,000

Total Financial Aid: 
$14,500

Total Out of Pocket Cost to Attend College
Per Year: 
$5,452

GLOSSARY OF TERMS/EXPLANATIONS
 

The office of financial aid reviewed this student's
FAFSA and determined the ACTUAL Cost of
Attendance. 

Expected Family Contribution is the amount
your family could contribute to your education
based on your FAFSA. 

A Federal Pell Grant gives money to lower-
income students attending college. You do not
pay this back. 

Trustee Transfers are earned by students
through meeting certain criteria. You do not pay
them back. 

Subsidized Loans are loans that the
government pays the interest on while you are in
school. You do pay these back.

Unsubsidized Loans are loans that you pay the
interest on while you are in school. You do pay
these back. 

Total Financial Aid is the sum of all grants,
scholarships and loans you receive to go to
college. 

Total Out of Pocket Cost is the difference
between the Total Actual Cost of Attendance
($19,952 in this example) and the Total Financial
Aid ($14,500 in this example) 
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EXAMPLE AID PACKAGE #2
THIS EXAMPLE IS FOR A STUDENT WITH LOW FINANCIAL NEED. 
THIS STUDENT IS NOT PELL-ELIGIBLE.

Unsubsidized Loans
$7,000

Subsidized Loans
$5,500

Out of Pocket Cost
$5,452

Trustee Transfer
$2,000

Cost Breakdown over Time

What You Pay While in School: 
$5,452 per every year you are enrolled. This includes direct costs from your college as well as
the indirect costs of attending college (books, supplies, room and board, transportation, etc.)

Total Loans to Pay Back after Graduation: 
$12,500 per every year you are enrolled. This is the total of the subsidized and unsubsidized
loans taken out to cover the cost of attendance. 



LOAN REPAYMENT
EXAMPLE

$25,000 OF STUDENT DEBT (AVERAGE FOR A CUE GRADUATE)

$41,845 SALARY (CHERRY CREEK STARTING TEACHER SALARY)

A SINGLE INCOME 

THE FOLLOWING EXAMPLE IS FROM THE FEDERAL STUDENT AID WEBSITE AND

IS BASED ON:
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Your payments start out low and increase every two years.

You will pay more in interest over the life of the loan than on the
Standard Repayment Plan.

Main Advantage: 

Main Disadvantage:

LOWEST MONTHLY PAYMENTSEXAMPLE 



$2221
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EXAMPLE BUDGET

INCOME

Cherry Creek Starting Teacher Salary 
$41,845

Bi-Weekly Paycheck, After Taxes:
$1,255

Total Monthly Income, After Taxes: 
$2,510

MONTHLY EXPENSES

Avg. Rent for 1 Bedroom Apt. in Aurora: 
$1,150

Groceries:
$250

Car Payment: 
$150

Wants (gym, streaming, shopping, dining)
$150

Student Loan Payment:
$141

Utilities: 
$125

Gasoline: 
$75

Cell Phone: 
$70

Internet: 
$60

Car Insurance: 
$50

M O N T H L Y  S A V I N G S

$289

$2510
( INCOME )

( EXPENSES )

Example budget based on one person living alone in Aurora, Colorado.



Early Spring (May)
Attend Cherry Creek Rising Educator Information
Sessions
Ask questions to find out if this program is right for you

Late Spring/Early Summer (May - June) 
Apply to University of Northern Colorado's Center for
Urban Education 

UNCO.edu/APPLY
Follow the prompts on the website to complete
your application (this may take around 30
minutes) 
The sooner you apply, the more time you have to
work through questions surrounding financial aid
and course schedule 

Note: Application is free when you indicate that you
will be attending the Center for Urban Education

After applying, email the CUE Program Director to discuss
next steps and financial aid  

Rosanne.Fulton@unco.edu
Late Summer (July/August)

The application due date is July 29
Purchase school supplies and books
Begin attending classes! 

TIMELINE
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IF THIS PROGRAM SEEMS LIKE THE RIGHT FIT FOR YOU,  FOLLOW THE STEPS BELOW

TIMELINE OF
EVENTS



Cherry Creek will be hosting several events to provide more information
on the program. Come prepared to ask questions! 

ATTEND INFORMATIONAL EVENT

PROGRAM
CHECKLIST

USE THIS TOOL TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS! 
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In order to apply to UNCCUE, you will need to have proof of high school
graduation and electronic copies of any and all college transcripts that
you already have

PREPARE APPLICATION DOCUMENTS 

Go to UNCO.edu/APPLY and select which option describes you. Follow
the prompts to complete your college application 

APPLY TO THE CENTER FOR URBAN EDUCATION

The Center for Urban Education wants to help you become a student.
Email Rosanne.Fulton@unco.edu after you apply for guidance and next
steps 

EMAIL THE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Attend lectures, work in classrooms and pass your exams as you prepare
to become a licensed teacher

BEGIN YOUR CLASSROOM JOURNEY 

Work with your academic advisor and your professors to stay on track
for graduation. The big day will be here before you know it

GRADUATE

All your hard work is about to pay off as you prepare to enter your
classroom for the first time as a teacher. Be proud of yourself when you
check this box - you've earned it! 

BECOME A TEACHER!
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Yes! Up to 90 credits. 

The CUE staff and Financial Aid Office will work closely with each
applicant individually to put together a financial aid package and
identify potential scholarships. 

While some classes are offered online, the majority of your education
will take place in person, either on campus or at your field placement. 

Your schedule is structured so that you will work in a school in the
morning, then come to classes in the afternoon. Some classes are
offered in the evening or online to make scheduling more flexible. 

It takes four years to complete the program if you do not have any
transfer credits. Depending on how many credits you already have
from another college, you could complete the program in less time. 

DOES THE CUE ACCEPT TRANSFER CREDITS? 

WHO HELPS ME WITH FINANCIAL AID? 

IS THIS AN ONLINE PROGRAM? 

WHEN ARE CLASSES OFFERED? 

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE TO COMPLETE THE PROGRAM? 



CONTACT US: CHERRY CREEK HR DEPARTMENT
XXXXXXX
XXXXXXX
XXXXXXX
XXXXXXX


